
 

 

28 May 2021 
 
Dear Parent / Carer 
 
I hope that you and your family are all safe and well. As we come to the end of this half-term, I would 
again like to thank you for your support.  In recent weeks, it has been really pleasing to see our students 
fully embrace the opportunities on offer at the Academy, both in the classroom and also in our Session 3 
programme. This is something to build on, and hopefully, as restrictions continue to ease, we will see 
more and more opportunities to get life in school back to what it was before Covid-19.  Ahead of the 
half-term break, please note the following key updates: 
 
Changes from Monday 7 June 
 
A reminder that in last week’s update, there were several notices in relation to changes in place from 
Monday 7 June. All key information is available on the Latest Mailings page of the Academy website at 
the following link:   
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/mail 
 
Please make sure that you discuss and review all of the information with your child.  
 
Changes Scheduled from Monday 28 June 
 
In addition to the changes straight after half-term, I would like to give you advance notice of some other 
updates which will be in place from Monday 28 June.  We are keen to provide as much pastoral support 
to our students as possible, and as a result we will be introducing an additional morning Personal Tutor 
session at the start of the Academy day.  This will complement the existing Personal Tutor session which 
takes place midway through the day at the end of morning lessons. It is vital to stress that the start and 
end times of the Academy day are not changing, but the slightly amended structure of the day will be as 
follows: 
 

7.45 – 8.15 Students arrive at the Academy 

8.20 – 8.30 Morning PT Session 

8.35 – 10.10 Session 1a (including 15 minutes breakfast) 

10.15 – 11.30 Session 1b 

11.35 – 11.55 Midday PT session 

12.00 – 2.00 Session 2a (including 40 minutes lunch) 

2.05 – 3.20 Session 2b 

3.20 – 3.30 Students Depart / Session 3 Break 

3.40 – 5.00 Session 3 

5.00 – 5.15 Students Depart / Late Coaches Home 

 
As is our usual protocol, attendance and punctuality will be monitored rigorously, and students must be 
on time for their morning PT session. More information will be made available in due course.  
 

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/mail


 

 

Student Portal 
 
We have received some really positive feedback about the student portal, which enables students to 
download and access updates to their timetable and other key information.  A guide on how to access 
the portal and download the app is available at:  
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/student-portal 
 
Parent Advisory Group Summer Raffle  
 
Our Parent Advisory Group (PAG) has launched this year’s Summer Raffle. Since the Academy opened, 
the PAG has worked tirelessly to raise funds which are used to provide additional resources, equipment 
and educational opportunities for our students. Tickets cost £1 and can be purchased via ParentPay. The 
prizes are Amazon vouchers - 1st Prize £100, 2nd Prize £40 and 3rd Prize £20. Thank you in advance for 
your support. For more information about the PAG, please visit:  
 
http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/pag 
 
Midland Metro – Policing Operation 
 
We have been asked to make you aware that from Monday 7 June, there will be a region-wide policing 
operation taking place on Midland Metro services which will affect students who use the tram.  Police 
will be checking tickets on the tram platforms to ensure that students have a valid ticket. Failure to 
produce a valid ticket will result in students not being allowed on the tram.  
 
Police will also be using cameras on the tram platforms and trams to enable them to identify any 
students who are not behaving sensibly. Students not adhering to the rules in place could be issued with 
an official police warning letter or a fine.   
 
Free School Meals 
 
Free School Meals provision will continue throughout the half-term break.  Food vouchers will be 
available for eligible families via the existing partnership with Wonde.com.  These vouchers will be sent 
via text or email to mobile phones. The link will be sent from schoolvouchers.com. For any queries in 
relation to Free School Meals, please contact Miss Baker at WBaker@sandwellacademy.com 
 
Social Media and Internet Use 
 
Whilst there are many opportunities and positive facets linked to using technology and social media, it is 
vitally important that it is used and accessed safely and appropriately.  I would ask you to work with 
your child to monitor and manage their safe use of technology and social media throughout the half-
term break, as national statistics suggest that internet and social media use amongst young people often 
increases during school holidays.  Information about the safe use of technology can be found on our 
website at: http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/internet_safety 
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Track and Trace / Reporting of Covid-19 Cases During Half-Term 
 
The Government and Local Authority have updated their guidance to schools in relation to the track and 
trace protocols during half-term. As a result of this, please note the following key points: 

The Academy will be continuing to assist with track and trace procedures until 5pm on Sunday 30 May.  
If your child develops symptoms and receives a positive Covid-19 test up until this point, please inform 
us via email at the following address: Covid19@sandwellacademy.com 
 
Please be advised that this email address will not be monitored after Sunday’s 5pm deadline. Should 
your child develop symptoms after this time, in line with Local Authority guidance, please book a test 
and engage directly with the NHS Track and Trace Service.  

In addition, home-testing protocols continue during the half-term break. The home testing guide and 
related documents can be found on the Academy website at the following link:  

http://www.sandwellacademy.com/page/covid-testing 

For queries in relation to home testing, contact Mrs Chapman at JChapman@Sandwellacademy.com 
 
Half-Term 
 
The Academy will now be closed for the half-term break.  The new half-term starts on Monday 7 June. 
 
Thank you again for your support.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mr I Williams 
Headteacher  
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